
Welcome to Art 1! 
 
Dear Parents, Guardians and Caregivers, 

It is a pleasure to have your child in my Art 1 class at West Florence High School. It is 

the mission of West Florence High School to provide each student with a diverse education in a 
safe, comfortable and supportive environment that promotes self-discipline, motivation and 
excellence in learning. We also believe it is the responsibility of parents and the community to 
assist students in developing skills that they might become independent and self-sufficient adults 
who will succeed and contribute responsibly in a global community. 

I am thrilled that your child has decided to explore art. I am looking forward to an 
exciting and productive year filled with creative and challenging projects. 

I hope that you all are looking forward to everything this year has to bring at WFHS. To 
help make this year as successful as possible your student will need the following by the end of 
the first week of classes: 

-Plenty of No. 2 pencils -8.5”x11” sketchbook or larger  
Each student will also be expected to have their Cromebook charged and with them every 

day. We may not use them for every assignment but they are a fantastic resource that we can use 
every day.  

Your child has received a copy of the syllabus for Art 1 that contains vital information 
about grading, discipline plans, procedures, expectations and projects. Please also note that in 
this class your child may be exposed to artistic nudity, as it states in the class syllabus. We have 
also been over it in depth in class. Please look over the syllabus with your child. Communication 
is essential to the success of our program, so I hope that you will feel free to contact me with any 
questions or concerns.  Signing and returning this paper lets me know that you and your child 
have read and agree to the information contained within. Thank you for your support and 
cooperation. 
 
Sincerely, 
Emily W Shokes 
Art Instructor 
eshokes@fsd1.org 

 
Art 1 Acknowledgement 
 
_______________________         ______________________________       __________ 
Student Signature        Parent Signature        Date 
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Art 1 Syllabus 
Ms. Shokes Room  M 18                                   Fall 2019 

  
Class Description 

The art 1 classes at West Florence High School are designed to familiarize students 
with various art mediums, techniques, periods and artists. Students will be required to 
explore and investigate concepts and ideas as they create and work. This class is focused on 
student effort and creativity. This will be a problem solving class. Each project will be a 
new problem for each student to solve in their own individual way. 

Please note, as we explore various art pieces throughout history, students may be 
exposed to artistic and academic nudity (for example, what you might see in an anatomy 
book). I expect that every student handles these images with maturity. 

Each project will have its own specific objectives, terms and criteria. Craftsmanship 
and creativity will be considered with every assignment. 
I hope you will enjoy this class. It comes with freedom and fun. However, to get the most 
out of this class, each student must act responsibly. Students will be responsible for all class 
work as well as their behavior. 

Students will be asked to do a number of things in the art room aside from the 
project itself. Assignments such as bell work, critiques, art journal/sketchbook entries, 
sketches, and homework are all necessary parts of the art program and designed to further 
student success. Therefore, I ask that each assignment be approached with the same level 
of commitment and effort as projects are. 

  
Sketchbooks and  Confidentiality 

 I do require that each student keep a sketchbook or art journal. These will prove to 
be valuable assets to your art education.  

These will house the vast majority of your work. Each week you will have a 
minimum of two assignments to be done in your sketchbook; starters and a weekly 
sketchbook prompt. The sketchbook prompt will be assigned on Friday and due the 
following Friday at the beginning of class. The should be a whole page and contain both 
images and written reflection. Some prompts may contain special instructions. 

Aside from bell work, sketches and other various assignments, students will be 
encouraged to use their sketchbooks as a journal and record thoughts and feelings. These 
journal type entries may be used later when the student is developing a concept. I will 
check sketchbooks on a regular basis- typically every two weeks- and may look through 
your personal sketches. If there is something you choose to put into your sketchbook that 
you view as very personal and do not wish me to see, I will respect your privacy. Simply 
fold the page over and paper clip or staple it closed. 



 Please note- I must still be able to view all given assignments when I check your 
sketchbook. If it is not visible I will not count it and you will not receive credit for it. 
 

Bellwork/ Starters 
All bellwork must be completed within the first 5 minutes of class. Questions and 

critical thinking must have both the question and answer OR the answer in a complete 
sentence. Your exam questions will come from your starters. On a typical week you will 
likely have two questions related to your project, two drawing prompts, and a critical 
thinking question. 

These will be checked along with your weekly sketchbook prompt each Friday. 
  

Semester Long Schedule 
 In an attempt to give students the fullest art experience and the best art education 
possible, I have included a schedule for the 18 weeks of the semester outlining the projects 
we will be covering. Please note this is flexible and may be changed for numerous reasons 
at any given time. 
 

Week Project/Topic 

1 Notes, critiques, Elements and Principles of Art, creativity exercises 

2 Line Project Collaborative Work 

3-4 Value and Composition 

4-5 O’Keeffe and Color Wheels with Motifs 

5-6 Positive/Negative Space Collage + Watercolor mini lesson 

6-7 Perspective Names  

7-8 Texture Photography mini project 

9 Study for Mid-Term 

9-10 Kahlo Self Portraits 

11-12 Paper mache sculpture 

13 Drawing from Life 

14-15 Stained Glass Shape and Balance Project 



16 Studio Clean up and Study 

  

 

Ms. Shokes’ 
Classroom Expectations 

 
The art room can be a very fun, exciting place. However, in order to run properly 

and efficiently ALL students must conduct themselves in a responsible manner. 
 

Many rules and directions are in place for student safety! Please think before you act! 
 

1.  All school and district wide rules must be followed at all times. Look in your 
student handbook for a complete list of school expectations. (Please pay attention to 
dresscode!) 

2. Respect the rights and property of others. This includes other students’ rights to 
learn! It also includes all art materials as they are the property of the school and the 
art room. 

3. Bring all necessary materials to class daily. Each student will need their sketchbook 
and at least one pencil every day. Additionally, students may be asked to bring 
other materials, such as reference images, to class. 

4. Be seated and working when the tardy bell rings. 
5. Follow all directions given to you in the classroom. 

 
Consequences 

First offence: Warning 
Second offence: Detention/ Student-Teacher conference (Outside classroom or after class) 
Third offence: Parent notification/Conference 
Fourth offence: Office Referral 

**The teacher reserves the right to adjust consequences as needed** 
I will treat you like a young adult so long as you behave like one. 

 
The projects we do in the art room will depend on student behavior. Projects 

requiring more student responsibility will be given to the classes that have proven they can 
handle that responsibility and freedom. 

 
General List of Procedures 

 



➔ The first three (3) minutes of class will be dedicated to getting materials ready, 
going to the bathroom, getting water, and getting the starter or bell work done. 

◆ If you have completed all these things, I expect you to begin working on your 
project or if not possible be seated and waiting for me to begin class. 

◆ Any student not in the classroom after the tardy bell will be counted as late. 
➔ Group/informal critiques will be voted on anonymously, and then discussed as a 

class. 
◆ Informal critiques are not a replacement for formal critiques. 
◆ No student will be allowed to demean any other student. Student- teacher 

conferences may occur during class- usually in the hall. 
➔ While Working students will: 

◆ Have appropriate conversation at appropriate volumes 
◆ Stay on task! If your mouth is moving but your pencil isn’t- something is 

wrong. 
◆ “Ask 3 before me” 
◆ Raise hand, stay seated and wait till the teacher comes to you. 

➔ When the student finishes, they will: 
◆ Double check all work, be sure it is actually complete and has a name on it. 
◆ Work on sketchbook assignment 
◆ Check out the “I’m Done!” wall 
◆ Practice in their sketchbooks 
◆ Complete late or missing work 
◆ Complete extra credit 

● ONLY AVAILABLE TO STUDENTS WITH ALL WORK TURNED IN 
➔ Return to seat when I get your attention 

◆ “Actune “ call denotes that students are to immediately stop conversation, 
pause working and return to their seats, awaiting further instruction 

◆ “Everybody pause” call asks students to briefly listen for a short interjection 
or question, they may continue working and stay where they are but are 
asked to pause all conversation. 

➔ All materials will be cleaned up and put up in their appropriate places by the end of 
class. The teacher will always give you plenty of time to clean up. 

◆ You are expected to work until clean-up is called. 
➔ The bell does not release you from art. The teacher does. 

◆ The teacher only releases students who are cleaned up, seated and quiet. 
➔ Any items left in the art room at the end of the day (ex: homework for another class) 

may be thrown away. Text books will be returned to the library. 
➔ If you’re absent… 

◆ Check the absentee folder for handouts 



◆ Get notes from art buddies 
◆ Check your project sheet  

➔ During instruction and demonstrations students will: 
◆ Have their sketchbooks 
◆ Be taking notes 
◆ Raise hands to ask any questions at that time 

 

The Grading System  
Ms. Shokes   Room M18   Fall 2019  

 
To reinforce our belief in the importance of art education at West Florence and to 

access the mastery of skills and concepts, students will be graded on the following criteria:  
 

1. Class Performance and assignments- Effort and attitude!  (classwork) 
a. In art, it is important that students have a cooperative attitude. Students 

need to actively participate in each class and put for an earnest effort. 
Listening and following directions are imperative.  

b. This class will challenge you. Everything asked of you is possible through 
hard work and a little critical thinking.  

c. Exceptional performance and perseverance can result in additional points 
being given on projects. 

2. Project Assignments (projects) 
a. Students will be given long and short term art production or studio 

assignments during the semester. These will be graded and recorded. These 
grades will be based on the final product using a set rubric including the 
objectives for the individual project as well as concept, craftsmanship, 
creativity and effort.  

b. Students will be given project sheets detailing what is expected for each 
project.  

c. Unless otherwise stated, a one page minimum formal critique of the students 
project will be due the day after the project is due. 

3. Sketchbook Assignments (classwork) 
a. All students will be required to keep a sketchbook or art journal. The 

majority of non-project assignments will be done in your sketchbook!  
b. This includes but is not limited to: sketches, concept development, starters, 

homework, smaller writing assignments and notes. It will also contain ideas 



for future projects. Work will be graded on effort and completeness of 
assignments.  

c. Sketchbooks are to be visual and verbal. You are expected to have them with 
you every day you are in my class. Sketchbooks will be checked at least every 
other friday and may be asked to be taken up and kept overnight.  

4. Tests, Critiques, Quizzes and Papers (Quizzes) 
a. Some units will require a test, formal critique, quiz or paper along with the 

project.  
i. Tests will be announced at least one week in advance. Students should 

refer to their notes for study material.  
ii. Formal critiques will be due after the majority of your projects. Some 

may be done as surveys, some may be done as full written papers. 
iii. Quizzes may or may not be announced. They are to check what each 

student knows so far.  
iv. Papers will be assigned in a timely manner depending on the topic 

and will have a sheet detailing what is expected.  
5.  Exams  

a. The district dictates that a mid-term and final exam must be given. These 
questions can come from anything discussed, done, or assigned.  

b. The best way to make sure that you do well here is to take good notes. 
Always ask if you are unsure.  

c. Midterms are generally 50 questions; finals are generally 100 questions.  
i. They will be composed of multiple choice, matching, fill in the blank, 

short answer, critical thinking, extended response, and/or 
performance based questions. 

 
 
In accordance with the district, my grades are weighted. This means that each type 

of assignment is given a different percentage when calculating the final grades. Please note 
that, as the district demands, the 2nd/4th quarter (whichever applies to your class) is 
weighted differently to account for the “E1/E2” exam grades.  

  
Q1/Q3: 
Projects/Tests- 40% 
Quizzes/Critiques/Labs- 30% 
Classwork/Homework- 20% 
Midterm- 10% 
Q2/Q4: 

Projects/Tests- 45% 
Quizzes/Critiques/Labs- 30% 
Classwork/Homework- 25% 
 
 

Semester: Q1/Q3-40% 



Q2/Q4- 40% 
E1/E2- 20% 
 

Please note, your projects and classwork 
count more during the second half of the 
class and your final counts for 20% of 
your final grade! 
 

Do not expect to make a 100 on 
everything. There is ALWAYS room for 
improvement. Even the masters did not 
stop, they continued to work hard, 
challenge themselves and get better at 
what they did.  

  
Due Dates  

All due dates will be announced at 
the beginning of each project. They will 
also be on each project sheet on your 
google drive and on the board. I will also 
give students frequent reminds about due 
dates and pacing. Ultimately, it is the 
student’s responsibility to make sure they 
are on task, keeping up with the work and 
turning everything in on time. It will also 
be their responsibility to pick up any 
handouts they missed from the 
designated folder and copy any notes 
missed from a classmate.  

After the due date projects not 
handed in will be counted as a 0 until the 
project is handed in. After the due date, a 
5 point daily deduction will be imposed 
on any project turned in late- weekends 
will count as one day instead of two.  

No project will be accepted after 
one week (7 days) past the due date. . 

Any assignment that is turned in 
incomplete can score no higher than a 
50.  

Extra time may be afforded at the 
teacher’s discretion to those students 
who have continuously worked hard in 
class and communicated with the 
teacher about needing extra time.  

Accommodations may be made at 
the teacher's discretion for students with


